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ALDERGROVE – It may have
been the third annual BC
Veggie Day in the rest of the
province but at TopGro
Greenhouses in Aldergrove it
was also BC Goji Day.

TopGro was one of four
Delta, Aldergrove and
Abbotsford greenhouses to
open their doors to the public
earlier this spring, but owner
Peter Breederland was just as
interested in showing people
his 10-acre goji berry orchard
as his 10-acre pepper house.

After growing bell peppers
for almost 20 years,
Breederland made some
major changes in 2010-11.
Inside the greenhouse he
switched to growing mini
sweet peppers while outside
the greenhouse he planted a
10-acre goji orchard as well as
another ½ acre under tunnel
housing.

“I like to be innovative and
adventurous,” he said.

Native to China, the
nutrient-rich bright orange-
red berries are highly-prized
for their health properties,
with some claiming the goji
berry is a veritable fountain of
youth. Despite that, goji
berries are still largely
unknown and his 10-acre
orchard makes Breederland
the largest commercial goji
berry grower in North
America. 

Although he believed there
would be a ready market for
the berries since “9 out of 10
Orientals already know them,”
he was forced to become a
trailblazer as there was no
information on how to grow
them commercially.

That’s why the ½ acre
under the hoophouse tunnel
is so important. “With the
tunnels we can play with the
climate and get to know the
plants better.”

He is trying five different
pruning techniques to see
which works best, modifying a
berry picker to pick the
berries, and spreading the
pepper plant prunings under
the goji plants to provide an
organic fertilizer. Since he
uses biological pest controls
in his greenhouse, bringing
the pepper prunings into the
orchard also brings biologicals
out to the berries.

Breederland admits
bringing a new berry onto the
market is a daunting task but
believes it will ultimately be
successful. “It’s going to be a
few years before we become
profitable but I’m convinced it
will work.” 

He notes his products are
already available in 40 stores
in BC and several more in
Alberta. His product line
includes a smoothie booster,
fresh berries in a clamshell
and, as of May, whole frozen
berries.

Greenhouse grower
becomes goji trailblazer

Province makes judgement
call on tree planting in ALR

Peter Breederland
of Topgro
Greenhouses in
Aldergrove is the
first commercial
Goji berry
producer in BC. In
addition to 10
acres of field
production, he has
a half-acre
research plot in a
tunnel house.
(David Schmidt
photo)

by PETER MITHAM

VICTORIA – Victoria is
giving explicit guidance to
landowners that want to plant
trees in the Agricultural Land
Reserve, following concern
over the activities of English
consumer goods
conglomerate Reckitt
Benckiser Inc.

Reckitt Benckiser had
planted thousands of hectares
with trees as part of an
ambitious scheme to green its
operations and offset carbon
emissions from its production
of goods ranging from Durex
condoms to French’s mustard.

Public backlash to the
program saw the company
step back from its activities
while the province – which
was blindsided by the
program – said the matter was
in the hands of the
Agricultural Land Commission.
Having identified various

properties were trees had
been planted, agriculture
minister Norm Letnick told
Country Life in BC that the next
step was up to the land
commission, which had the
regulatory powers to take
action. 

“We’ve got the property
identification numbers and
forwarded that information
over to the Agricultural Land
Commission,” Letnick said at
the time. “The next step’s up
to the commission. … They’ll
have to look at the file and
determine what action, if any,
they want to take.”

Now, the province itself has
taken action, telling
landowners that if they want
to plant more than 20
hectares (or about 50 acres)
with trees for a use other than
food production or
agroforestry, they’ll need
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SEE YOUR CASE IH DEALER TODAY! 

We rethought every inch of the new Case IH 2000 series Early Riser® planter with your productivity 

in mind. We applied Agronomic Design™ principles to make it simpler, faster, more durable and more 

productive. And we provided you with a bundle of industry firsts — from our rugged new row units 

that create the only flat-bottom seed trench to our state-of-the-art in-cab closing system — that give 

you even more control. The result is unmatched accuracy and emergence for a better plant stand 

and, ultimately, yield. Start rethinking productivity today at caseih.com/newearlyriser.
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